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“Pixar-like, not Disney-esque.” That was the
design directive from Dr. Dan Weissbluth
to Architecture Is Fun Inc. (Chicago) and
MRSA Architects & Planners (Chicago), the
architects of record, on renovating a former
office into Weissbluth Pediatrics.

“He’s trying to marry old and new school
in terms of technology and how he handles
the practice,” says Sharon Exley, president,
Architecture Is Fun. That means pairing
mobile otoscopes and iPads with family-
centric service.

To express this modern-day medical
story, both architecture firms chose to
forgo familiar-themed designs and instead
layer unexpected details into a multicolored
setting that includes Charlie Harper prints,
custom furnishings, and classic Eames
shell chairs.

Stepping off the elevator, patients and
families have a clear view into the office
through the glass storefront entry. The
280-square-foot waiting room is designed
to be welcoming and flexible by allowing
families, as well as parent support groups,
to move furniture and chairs around to ac-
commodate their groups during visits and
meetings.
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Baltic birch millwork, in natural and
stained-wood panels, houses cubbies for
toys and curiosities, while a Tinkertoy-like
tree becomes a focal point and can hold
everything from children’s artwork to bro-
chures for parents. Taking into consideration
the varying sizes of its patients, the multilevel
front desk has dips in height to enhance ac-
cess and usability for children.

“You don't get the feeling where you're
being hit over the head with technology. Your
first impression is warmth, welcoming, and
totally flexible,” Exley says.

The 2,700-square-foot pediatric of-
fice's color palette was inspired by one
of Weissbluth's favorite childhood books,
“Burt Dow, Deep-Water Man” by Robert
McCloskey, and includes sea stones with
shots of color, including pink and lemon
yellow, which can be found on furniture,
walls, exam tables, and cabinetry. Each of
the seven exam rooms features its own color
palette and Charlie Harper print, and even
the measuring tables match the core palette.

“There are lots of details to focus on,”
Exley says. “That helps to center everyone.”
—AD

Lots of colors and child-like amenities
are found at Weissbluth Pediatrics,
including cubbies for toys, Charlie
Harper prints, and custom furnishings.
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